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SECTION II
THE REICHSTAG (NATIONAL ASSEMBLY)
ARTICLE 20
The Reichstag is composed of the deputies of the German
people.
ARTICLE 21.
The deputies are representatives of the whole people. They are
subject to their conscience only and are not bound by instructions.
ARTICLE 22.
The deputies shall be elected by universal, equal, direct, and secret
suffrage by those of either sex over twenty years of age, on the principles
of proportional representation. The day of the election must be a
Sunday or public holiday. A national electoral law shall lay down
further detailed regulations.
ARTICLE 23.
The Reichstag shall be chosen for four years. New elections must
take place at latest within sixty days after the expiration of its term
of office. The Reichstag must hold its first meeting at latest on the
thirtieth day after election.
ARTICLE 24.
The Reichstag shall meet on the first Wednesday of November
in every year at the seat of the Government. The President of the
Reichstag is bound to call it together at an earlier date if the President
of the Realm, or at least one-third of the deputies, demand it.
The Reichstag determines the date of the close of its session and
the date of its re-assembly.
ARTICLE 25.
The President of the Realm has power to dissolve the Reichstag,
but may only do so once on account of the same cause.
New elections must be held at latest on the sixtieth day after the
dissolution.
ARTICLE 26.
The Reichstag shall choose its own President, its Vice-President,
and its Secretaries. It shall regulate its own procedure.
ARTICLE 27.
The President of the Reichstag and the Vice-President holding
office during the preceding session shall continue the business of the
House between two sessions or between two election periods.
ARTICLE 28.
Disciplinary and police powers within the Reichstag building
are in the hands of the President of the Reichstag. Further, the ad-
ministration of the House is in his hands ; he has control of the income